
      History Progression of Knowledge 

 

 Changes within living 
memory 

Events beyond living 
memory 

The lives of significant 
individuals in the past 

Local History 

Little Apples • That we grow up from babies to children, then adults.  

• My family used to be children like me. 

• I was different as a baby to how I am now.  

• My mum and dad did the same and different things to me when they were growing up.  

• My grandparents are my mummy and daddy’s mum and dad.  

• My grandparents did the same and different things to me when they were children.  

• Events that happened when mummy and daddy were children.  

• How life was the same and different when my grandparents were children. 

• Minibeasts change as they get older. 

• Dinosaurs used to live on the planet.  

• There are different types of dinosaurs. 

• That you can learn about the past through stories and events. 
 

vocabulary Family, mummy, daddy, brother, sister, grandmother, grandfather, past, same, different 

Reception • About the lives of the 
people I know. 

• That things change over 
time. 

• About past event in my life 
and the lives of my family 
members.  

• That things happened 
before I was born. 

• Some similarities and 
differences between things in 
the past and now.  

• That people find out about 
the past from books and 
stories. 
 

• Vincent van Gogh was a 
famous painter who came 
from the Netherlands. 

• Two of his famous paintings 
are Starry Night and 
Sunflowers. 

• His paintings were not 
famous until after his death. 

• About the lives of the 
people I know.  

• That things change over 
time.  

• About past event in my life 
and the lives of my family 
members.  

• That things happened 
before I was born. 



• The past is what has 
already happened. 

vocabulary Yesterday, today, tomorrow, change, history 

KS1 
  

• What toys children played 
with in the past.  

• Toys have existed for 
thousands of years. 

• That toys in the past did 
not use electricity.  

• That toys in the past were 
made of wood, metal or 
cloth. 

• Transport was different 
when our parents and 
grandparents were little. 

• Different types of transport 
change over time. 

• That toys in the past were 
made of wood, metal or 
cloth. 

• The first rocket to be 
launched was the V2 in 
1942. 

• The first time a human set 
foot on the moon was on 
20th July 1969. 

• The first astronauts that 
landed on the Moon were 
Neil Armstrong, Edwin 
Aldrin and Michael Collins. 

• The space race between 
Russia and USA to land a 

• The Industrial Revolution was 
a time when Britain was 
changing to a land of big 
factories instead of farms.  

• The railways that were built 
in these times made Britain 
the richest in the world. 

• The first locomotive George 
Stephenson built in 1814 was 
called ‘Blucher’. It could travel 
at 4 miles per hour. 

• Railroads were first built to 
transport coal around the 
country. However, in 1825,  
the first railway for 
passengers was opened. It 
could carry more than 450 
people and travelled at 
15mph. 
 

 

• Mary Seacole was a nurse.  

• Her mother was Jamaican 

and her father was Scottish.  

• She travelled from Jamaica 

to look after wounded 

soldiers on the battlefield in 

the Crimean War.  

• She set up a hospital called 

the British Hotel to look 

after soldiers. 

• Florence Nightingale was a 

nurse.  

• She made hospitals cleaner 

for patients and looked after 

soldiers in the Crimean War.  

• She set up the Nightingale 

Training School for nurses in 

1860.  

 

• Which buildings in Speen 
are old and new.  

• The way people travel in 
the local area has changed 
over time. 

• Tudor houses are black 
and white because of the 
wooden frames.  Many of 
them have thatched roofs. 

• Victorian houses were 
made from brick or local 
stone.  

• The uses for buildings can 
change over time. 

• Buildings have changed a 
lot over time as new 
materials and technology 
have been developed. 
 

• George Stephenson is 
significant because he was 
nicknamed ‘The Father of 
the Railway’, as he was an 
engineer who built steam 
locomotives for the first 
ever railways.  



human on the Moon 
started in 1959.  

• In 1977, Jane Goodall 
founded the Jane Goodall 
Institute, and was a global 
leader in the effort to 
protect chimpanzees and 
their habitat. 

 

vocabulary Days of the week, months of the year, past, present, future, then, now, before, after, old, new, long time ago, Crimean War, nurse, 
astronaut, space race, locomotive, railroad, industrial revolution, time line 

 


